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JOURNEY OF LIFE BEGINS
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are Migratory Ducks water birds that fly for nesting and
breeding from ice cold Siberia to warmer Lakes at
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food is available and ambience is suitable for raising their
chicks. The Flowers down below are cheering them up on
their long distance flight across land and sea.
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»ffd Jf WERE= This painting depicts Tagore’s love
for the tranquility of nature. Cormorant at a little distance
is seen worshipping Tagore leaving aside its avian
instinct for preying fish in such a calm and quiet morning
when the sun is about to rise. All around the landscape
there is a distinct mood of serenity and peace.
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Jyotirmoy da

As far as | can remember, it was towards the end of 1989
or early 1990, we got a phone call from Jyotirmoy da, “Ami
Jyotirmoy Ray bolchi”. He introduced himself as B.E College
alumni, representing M.N.Dastur here in Japan. He said he had
received our contact details from an acquaintance in Kolkata
and said to Syamal | am your “Dada” in the right of being
your senior at college. Jyotirmoy da and Sita di had already
been living in Japan, already for quite a few years in Kansai
and had just moved to Tokyo. He invited our family along with
Manas and Sushmita Sen’s to their home in Gyotoku.We spent
a very pleasant afternoon with him and Sita di and both of
them came to see us off at the station. And that is how began
a memorable relationship with Jyotirmoyda and Sita di. They
moved to Magome after a couple of years and opened up their
house for addas with lunch or dinner, rehearsals or meetings,
they being the perfect hosts.

Witty and with a great sense of humor, never failing
to voice his opinions clearly, Jyotirmoyda spoke softly and
laughed a hearty low volume laugh. Never was he dressed
casually, always well groomed and a cap on his head. He was
very regimented about his diet and chose to be very meticulous
about following his daily routine. Punctuality and Jyotirmoy da
went hand in hand.

Jyotirmoy da was very knowledgeable and his interests
were manifold. Apart from his professional work he was a very

good artist, had great appreciation of Western Classical music
a food connoisseur and knew a lot about beverages. Another
hobby that he truly enjoyed was, bird watching. He started
learning Yoga at a later age from Hanari San and ardently
practised it. After Sita di's demise, he became interested in
the Japanese art of Chigiri-e and perfected it to the point that
he held solo exhibitions in Kobe and New Delhi. Jyotirmoy da
silently sketched and surprised us with his sketches, here’s one
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- Rita Kar

that he did of me at our house during a rehearsal.

Jyotirmoy da and Sita di had met while they were both
studying art. We all knew Sita di as an artist and her paintings
adorned the walls of their
house. Jyotirmoy da’s
artworks, which were
quite remarkable, were
also there but hung in
silent corners. Probably
his love for Sita di and
his admiration of her
work never made him
take the center stage.
Although Sita di had held
a couple of art exhibitions
in Tokyo, after Sita di
passed away Jyotirmoy
da left no stone unturned
1o release Sita di's book
in Tokyo and hold an
exhibition of Sita di’s
paintings posthumously.
Incidentally, this was
the first event at the
Indian Embassy’s newly
constructed Vivekananda
Culture Center in Tokyo.
Putting in a few lines from
a long message that we
hold very dear to us, that
he sent to us after the

exhibition -

“Back to pavillion on Nov 30 morning. My mind is filled
with memories of the days in Tokyo. One of the most pleasant
one is the day | spent with you and Rita. Events of Oct 30
brought us together many times reminding me of the invaluable
contributions you two made in making the event a successful
one. | appreciate your liaison with the Embassy and securing so



much help from them. Organizing the opening songs for the program and making all the arrangements for inauguration of Sita’s
paintings, done by Rita, was excellent. Of course not to mention about your whole hearted encouragement for taking up the
project and initiative to make it a success. Looking back to the execution of the events, | really have a great feeling of satisfaction.”

Poolak Banerji and his wife Papiya, from Singapore writes, “We met Jyortirmoy-da when we moved to Japan in 1997.
Few common things among us — both were from BE College and both worked for Dasturco (he was still in Dasturco Japan).
He was dada to everyone though he was a fatherly figure. WWhat a wonderful couple he and Sita-di were — full of life and energy.
Although much senior to me in BE College scale he never made us feel that way, his subtle humour and sincerity made him a
default guardian to many people, surely to my family.”

Raja Ghosh, from USA says “From outside he (Jyotirmoy da) looked very serious and intimidating but once you got closer
to him you would realize he was very affectionate.”

Sanjib and Meeta Chanda also have a similar story to share about receiving their share of love and affection from Jyotirmoy
da and Sita di. As they recall, “Jyotirmoyda used to call me Sensei as | J A e
introduced digital camera to him. We went together to shops in Akihabara : | %
to buy a digital camera. Then | went to their house where | explained and 3
demonstrated Jyotirmoy da how to take pictures of Sita di’s art and to
save on a computer, Sita di cooked delicious meal for me.

Jyotirmoy da always reminded that Meeta very much resembled
his mother. He stressed “Sotti Bolchi! Biswas hocche na? Aloum dekhate
pari” (Really! You don’t believe? | can show you the alboum). Jyotirmoy da
and Sita di will always remain in our hearts.”

Anirvan Mukherjee portrays Jyotirmoy da in aimost the same lines
- “In my limited interactions with Jyotirmoy da - | found him to be a very
meticulous person who was deeply caring as well. Despite our age
difference - he had the ability to connect & make me feel at ease.”

Jyotirmoy da, you had touched many hearts with your love and
affection, we are fortunate to have known you and Sita di.
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Hello.

| am Sunao, son of Manjulika Hanari.

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks to everyone
who came to the funeral in February and to BATJ for
arranging a memorial meeting for my mother in April, 2019.

| heard about many memories of my mother from
everyone. | was very happy to know that my mother was loved
by so many people.

My mother married my father in Kolkata and came to
Japan in 1964, the year of the Tokyo Olympics. At that time,
Indians in Japan were rare, and she was often approached by
curious people to collect her signature (laughs).

When she was young, she appeared on TV, started a
class to teach Indian cuisine, gave a lecture on Indian culture
at a school in Japan, and was actively engaged in many such
activities. On the other hand, she raised three children and
continued to support my father’s work. Now | have inherited
the yoga school that was the fruit of my parents’ life-long effort

My mother passed away at the age of 80. | think she was
very lonely after she lost her husband three and a half years
ago. | was hoping that she would live for another 10 years, but
suddenly she fell sick and passed away. In Japan, Hindu style
funeral was not possible, and there was no choice but to do
the funeral in Buddhist style. Indians who came to her funeral
may have been confused.

But my mother was a Hindu ever since she was born, so
| thought it would be better to do something in the Hindu style.

Before she died, she said, “When | die, | would like
my ashes to be scattered in a beautiful place.” So, | thought
that at least | should scatter my mother’s ashes into the
Ganges. That is why | went to India from August 8-16, 2019.
| decided to perform my mother’s last rites at Badrinath.

The journey took 14 hours by car from Rishikesh (I
stayed overnight at a place on the way). The rainy season
made the roads very dangerous, and if there were a landslide,
the road would have been closed, and there was a risk
that the destination could not be reached (there was a fatal
accident due to a landslide just 10 days ago). Even under such
circumstances, the road we all went through was clear and we
arrived safely. There were apparently heavy rains and landslides
on the same road at different times previously, so | was lucky.

| performed the last rites at Badrinath. The Monk,
who helped me perform the ritual, told me over and over
again to remember and pray for the person who died.
In that prayer, | recalled many a good memories of my
parents and remembered them with gratitude and respect.

| have been deeply involved in the passing away of
my father and mother during the past eight years. During
that period, there were many sad and painful moments that
remained engraved in my mind as memories of my parents.

However, thanks to the ceremonial prayers, many good
memories of my parents were fondly and intensely rememibered,
flushing away the painful and sad ones. With a refreshing feeling,
| was able to scatter my parents’ ashes into the Alaknanda River.

It was really nice to complete the ritual and achieve the
purpose. | am grateful to everyone who had been involved with
my mother. Thank you very much.
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